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Press Release

T he Alberta RCMP is en-
couraging community 
members to prepare an 

emergency plan in the event of 
a flood or wildfire. As summer 
approaches, it’s important to 
be prepared to act quickly in 
case of a natural disaster.

Keep the following in mind 
when making an emergency 
plan for your family:
•	 Consider the specific needs 

of your household, includ-
ing older family members, 
special health or mobility 
needs, children, pets and 
service animals.

•	 Detail how your family will 

contact each other during 
an emergency and make 
sure family members have 
shared and saved each 
other’s contact informa-
tion. Remember, you may 
not be in the same location 
when these events are tak-
ing place.

•	 Determine the best and 
quickest way to evacuate 
your home. Include evac-
uation routes, meeting or 
muster points, etc.

•	 If you can’t evacuate your 
home, be prepared to be 
self-sufficient for three 
days. This includes having 
enough food, water and a 
secondary power source if 

possible.
•	 Prepare an emergency 

kit, or “grab-and-go-bag.” 
Along with water and 
non-perishables, your kit 
should include things like 
medications, personal hy-
giene items, copies of im-
portant documents, as well 
as a first-aid kit, manual 
can opener, phone charger, 
power bank, flashlight, ex-
tra batteries, emergency 
blanket, extra cash and 
seasonal clothing.  

•	 Ensure household mem-
bers know the location of 
your emergency kit, fire 
extinguishers, and where 
water, electric and gas 

utilities are located.
•	 Learn the emergency 

plans for your workplace, 
school and community in 
case you’re not at home in 
the event of a disaster.

•	 Listen to instructions from 
local police and first re-
sponders on how to evac-
uate your neighbourhood. 
Don’t take shortcuts as you 
could end up in blocked or 
unsafe areas.

•	 If you are able, consider 
making an out-of-town 
contact, far away enough 
that they likely won’t be 
affected by the same disas-
ter, that your family can 
stay with in the event of 

evacuation.
Practice your plan fre-

quently so that you’re 
ready in case of emergen-
cy. Remember, evacuation 
alerts warn the public of a 
potential or current threat. 
If an alert is issued, you 
should prepare to evacuate. 
Evacuation orders are man-
datory and issued when the 
public must leave the area 
for their safety.

For more information on 
emergency preparedness, 
please follow us on Facebook 
@RCMPinAlberta, X @
RCMPAlberta, and on 
YouTube @RCMP-GRC 
Alberta.  

Residents of the Town 
of Valleyview are being 
invited to weigh in on 

a proposed rain barrel pro-
gram aimed at promoting 
water conservation and re-
ducing demand on the mu-
nicipal water system.

The initiative, current-
ly under consideration by 
Town Council, would allow 
residents to collect and re-
use rainwater for outdoor 
purposes such as gardening 
and landscaping. Officials 
say the program could play 
an important role in sup-
porting sustainable water 
use across the community.

Rain barrels are com-
monly used in communi-
ties across the province as a 
simple way to conserve wa-
ter, particularly during the 
summer months when out-
door water use tends to in-
crease. By capturing rainwa-
ter, households can reduce 
reliance on treated munici-
pal water for non-drinking 
purposes.

To help shape the pro-
gram, the Town has 
launched a short public sur-
vey to gather feedback on 
resident interest, preferred 
program structure, and ac-
ceptable pricing.

“Before moving forward, 
we want to ensure the pro-
gram reflects what resi-
dents actually want and are 

Residents of Swan Hills 
will have an oppor-
tunity to learn more 

about forestry activity 
planned for the upcoming 
season when West Fraser 
(Blue Ridge Lumber), ANC 
Timber (Alberta Newsprint 
Company) and Canfor host 
a joint open house in the 
community on May 7.

The event is part of a 
regional series of public 

sessions being held to share 
forestry operating plans for 
the 2026–2027 season and 
to give residents, land users 
and stakeholders an op-
portunity to ask questions 
and provide feedback be-
fore work begins.

The Swan Hills open 
house will take place from 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the 
Keyano Centre meeting 
room, 5632 Main St.

Representatives from the 
forestry companies will be 
available throughout the 
evening to discuss planned 
road development, harvest-
ing areas, hauling routes, 

reforestation efforts and 
herbicide treatment pro-
grams. Attendees will also 
have the opportunity to re-
view maps and speak di-
rectly with planners about 
how operations may affect 
specific locations.

Organizers are encour-
aging residents to attend, 
particularly those who use 
local trails, camping areas 
and other recreation spac-
es that may be affected by 
forestry operations in the 
coming year. Community 
input is welcomed on 

Alberta RCMP encourages Albertans to prepare emergency plan

Valleyview seeks public 
input on proposed rain 

barrel program

CONTINUED PAGE 11
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Forestry open house  
coming to Swan Hills May 7
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Valleyview Saturday Market thrives on 
community connection in third season

By Valerie Winger

“It's all about sup-
porting each other and 
watching local business-
es grow,” says organizer 
Robin  Armstrong of 
the Valleyview Saturday 
Market.

Now in its third sea-
son, the market contin-
ues to gain momentum, 
bringing together ven-
dors, artisans and res-
idents every Saturday 
at the Valleyview 
Memorial Hall.

The market is created 

with a clear purpose — 
to support small busi-
ness growth in the re-
gion, promote local 
talent, and give back 
to the community. 
What begins as a small 

CONTINUED PAGE 3

Valleyview Saturday Market photos
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Seniors, protect your smiles 
this Oral Health Month

initiative quickly grows 
into a well-attended 
weekly event, with in-
creasing vendor par-
ticipation and strong 
community support.

The market is found-
ed by a group of dedi-
cated organizers, in-
cluding Robin, Becky 
Wolfe, Sharee Thomas, 
Wendy Babb, Ann 
Nicole and Melanie 
Demikoff. Additional 
contributors, in-
cluding Jean Briggs, 
Meladine DeMerchant, 
Samantha Proctor, 
Dara McLeod and oth-
er volunteers, help ex-
pand and strengthen 

the market over time.
Running from March 

through December, the 
market offers a wide 
range of products that 
highlight the creativi-
ty and skill within the 
region. Visitors find 
everything from hand-
made jewelry, baked 
goods and knitting to 
woodworking, stained 
glass and custom cloth-
ing. Local food prod-
ucts are a major draw, 
including eggs, pork 
and beef, natural and 
flavoured honey, and 
handmade goat milk 
soaps. Indigenous art-
work and handcraft-
ed items, including 
dream catchers, further 

add to the diversity of 
offerings.

Vendor numbers 
continue to grow, with 
an average of around 17 
vendors each week and 
more than 30 during 
the busy fall and winter 
season.

Robin says the re-
sponse from the 
community remains 
strong, with steady 
foot traffic and grow-
ing interest each year. 
Markets like this play 
an important role in 
small towns, provid-
ing a place for peo-
ple to gather, con-
nect and support local 
entrepreneurs.

Beyond shopping, 

the market creates a 
family-friendly en-
vironment with ac-
tivities for all ages. 
Children take part 
in scavenger hunts 
at every market, 
while 50/50 draws 
and other prize give-
aways are held regu-
larly. Proceeds from 
the market’s portion 
of the draws are do-
nated to local char-
ities and non-profit 
organizations.

Seasonal events are 
also a highlight, with 
free photo opportuni-
ties offered through-
out the year, including 
Santa and Easter ses-
sions. Gift baskets and 

additional draws add to 
the festive atmosphere.

For Robin, the most 
rewarding part is the 
sense of connection.

“Seeing the commu-
nity come together and 
watching local artists 
and businesses succeed 
— that’s what keeps us 
going,” she says.

The market also ex-
tends its impact beyond 
its events. Organizers 
support a number of 
community initiatives, 
including Christmas 
toy drives, partnerships 
with groups such as 
4-H and seniors’ pro-
grams, and participa-
tion in events like the 
Festival of Trees. This 

year, the market con-
tributes to the town’s 
beautification efforts 
with a flower basket 
donation.

With another sea-
son underway, the 
Valleyview Saturday 
Market continues to of-
fer a welcoming space 
filled with local prod-
ucts, community spir-
it and opportunities to 
support small business.

Residents can vis-
it the market at the 
Valleyview Memorial 
Hall one to Saturday’s 
each month. 

More info can be 
found on their Facebook 
page Valleyview Satur
day Market.  

By Valerie Winger

The Valleyview 
Agricultural Society re-
cently expressed its ap-
preciation for the ongo-
ing support behind the 
Greenview Regional 
AgriPlex project, high-
lighting both individu-
al and business contri-
butions that continue 
to drive momentum 
forward.

Renee and Don 
Willis were recog-
nized for their gener-
ous Panel Sponsorship. 
After initially support-
ing the project through 

their business, the cou-
ple chose to contrib-
ute again on a personal 
level. Their continued 
commitment was not-
ed as a meaningful ex-
ample of the strong 
community spirit sur-
rounding the AgriPlex, 
reinforcing that the ini-
tiative represents more 
than just a facility, but 
a shared vision for the 
region’s future.

The Society also ex-
tended its thanks to 
Red Hot Holdings for 
stepping forward as a 
Bleacher Sponsor. Local 
business involvement 

was acknowledged 
as an important part 
of the project’s prog-
ress, helping to create 
a space centered on 
community connec-
tion and long-term 
opportunity.

With sponsorship 
interest continuing to 
grow, the Valleyview 
Agricultural Society 
reported that bleach-
er sponsorship op-
portunities are filling 
quickly, though a lim-
ited number of spac-
es remain available for 
those wishing to take 
part in the project. 

News Canada

April is Oral Health 
Month, a time to brush 
up on oral health 
knowledge and build 
good habits. Our teeth 
change as we age—sen-
sitivity, root exposure 
and a faster buildup of 
plaque are all issues se-
niors need to consider. 
Here are three simple 
steps you can take to 
better look after your 
smile:

1. Set up an oral care 
routine that’s easy to 
maintain. Building 
good habits goes a long 
way to supporting your 
oral health. It’s import-
ant to brush your teeth 
twice a day, ideally once 
in the morning and a 
second time before you 
go to bed. You should 
also clean between 
your teeth daily—your 
nighttime brush is the 
perfect moment to 
work in flossing.

If you find brushing 
difficult, you can look 

for ways to make it eas-
ier on your hands and 
wrists. For instance, 
you can use a pow-
ered toothbrush with a 
larger handle to make 
brushing less strenuous 
and more efficient. For 
cleaning between your 
teeth, consider using 
a floss holder or a wa-
ter flosser, which can 
be easier than wrap-
ping floss around your 
fingers.

2. See your den­
tal hygienist regu­
larly. Regular visits to 
a dental hygienist are 
essential for maintain-
ing your oral health. 
They’ll remove plaque 
and hard buildup, 
called calculus, that 
can lead to gingivi-
tis and periodontitis, 
and will monitor the 
health of your teeth and 
gums. They’ll also pro-
vide guidance on prop-
er toothbrushing tech-
nique, as well as tips to 
better care for your oral 

health.
3. Look after your 

dentures. If you have 
complete or partial 
dentures, it’s import-
ant to maintain them 
and keep them clean. 
In fact, dentures re-
quire just as much care 
as your natural teeth. 
Take them out daily 
for cleaning and check 
them for cracks or any 
signs of weakening. 
For the health of your 
gums, you should re-
move your dentures 
every night so that you 
can brush and clean 
between any natural 
teeth, and let your gums 
breathe overnight.

By making your oral 
care routine work bet-
ter for you, keeping up 
with your dental hy-
giene appointments 
and caring for your 
dentures, you can make 
a real difference to your 
oral health. Learn more 
at dentalhygienecana-
da.ca/seniors. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Community support builds momentum 
for Greenview Regional AgriPlex

Put Your Business in 
Front Of Local Customers

Be part of the communities you serve.

Email admin@regionalpressnews.ca
and we’ll get your business featured.

Introducing the Regional Press News — 
connecting Swan Hills, Valleyview & Fox Creek 
through local news, community updates, and 

real stories people actually read.

If you want your business seen by local 
residents… this is where you show up.

Why advertise with us?
• Reach a truly local audience • Build trust in your 
own community • Stay top-of-mind when people 
are ready to buy • Simple, affordable advertising 

options

This isn’t just an ad — it’s visibility where it 
matters most.

Whether you’re promoting a service, sale, or just 
want people to know your name — we’ll help you 

get in front of the right people.
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Fox Creek calls for residents to join local fire department

In Fox Creek, where 
neighbours know each 
other by name and com-
munity pride runs deep, 
the local fire depart-
ment is looking for res-
idents ready to step up 
and make a difference.

The Town of Fox 
Creek Fire Department 
has launched a recruit-
ment drive for paid per-
call firefighters, calling 
on individuals who are 
passionate about serv-
ing their community 
and willing to take on 
the challenges of emer-
gency response.

While the town itself 
may be small, the de-
mands placed on its fire 

department are any-
thing but.

From structure fires 
to highway collisions 
and medical emergen-
cies, firefighters are of-
ten the first on scene 
when situations turn 
critical.

“Our community may 
be small, but we have a 
big heart—and our fire 
department is no dif-
ferent,” the Town notes 
in its recruitment mes-
sage. “We are looking 
for members who care 
about their neighbours 
and want to learn the 
skills needed to protect 
them.”

Firefighters in Fox 
Creek are trained to re-
spond to a wide variety 
of incidents. These in-
clude structure fires, 
motor vehicle accidents, 

and fire alarm calls, as 
well as more complex 
situations such as ve-
hicle extrication, dan-
gerous goods incidents, 
medical co-response, 
and water rescues.

The role requires 
quick thinking, team-
work, and a strong 
sense of responsibili-
ty. Members must be 
ready to respond at a 
moment’s notice, often 
balancing their duties 
with full-time jobs and 
family life. Despite the 
challenges, many de-
scribe the experience as 
one of the most reward-
ing ways to give back to 
the community.

Because the position 
is paid per call, it of-
fers flexibility for those 
who want to serve with-
out committing to a 

full-time firefighting 
career. It also provides 
valuable training op-
portunities, with re-
cruits gaining hands-on 
experience in emergen-
cy response techniques, 
specialized rescue oper-
ations, and public safety 
education.

Officials say no prior 
firefighting experience 
is necessary—just a will-
ingness to learn, a com-
mitment to teamwork, 
and a desire to help oth-
ers in times of need.

Beyond emergency 

response, firefighters 
also play an important 
role in the communi-
ty through fire preven-
tion efforts and public 
education. Whether it’s 
speaking at local events 
or helping residents 
better understand safe-
ty practices, the depart-
ment’s work extends far 
beyond the fire hall.

For many in small 
towns like Fox Creek, 
the fire department 
represents more than 
just emergency ser-
vices—it’s a cornerstone 

of community strength 
and resilience.

Those interested in 
joining must be at least 
18 years old, hold a valid 
Class 5 driver’s licence, 
have no criminal record 
and be in good physical 
condition.

Residents interest-
ed in applying can visit 
the Town of Fox Creek 
website at www.fox-
creek.ca and navigate 
to the Employment 
Opportunities section 
to find the firefighter 
recruitment posting. 

Your career ad at  
www.regionalpressnews.ca

By Shelley 
Winger
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Here’s How It Works: 
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

(March 21 - April 20)

(April 21 - May 21)

(May 22 - June 21)

(June 22 - July 22)

(July 23 - August 23)

(August 24 - September 22)

(September 23 - October 23)

(October 24 - November 22)

(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

(January 21 - February 18)

(February 19 - March 20)

ARIES

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

HOROSCOPECROSSWORDSSUDOKU
You approach a task with wisdom and insight 
this week, Aries. Your measured approach 
paves the way to finding a solution that will 
benefit all involved.

It is key to treat yourself this week, Taurus. A 
purchase or experience could bring you long-
term joy. Just be careful about spending too 
much.

Gemini, you are full of clever solutions more of-
ten than not. If there is a problem, you’re often 
the one who can crack it. This will be the case 
this week as well; your knack is put to the test. 

Cancer, let others in and reap the rewards of 
a welcoming attitude. Your social circle ex-
pands and others embrace opportunities to 
spend time with you.

Leo, start a project you have been thinking 
about as soon as possible, especially when the 
creative spark ignites. If you wait too long, 
the inspiration may vanish.

Virgo, you are surprisingly relaxed about some-
thing that used to stress you out a lot. Growth 
looks good on you, so remain committed to any 
positive changes you have implemented.

Romantic feelings or friendships seem to flow 
easily right now, Libra. Any connections you 
make will feel balanced and purposeful. Pri-
oritize those who bring you the most joy.

Scorpio, you are engaging every bit of energy 
you have to go into deep work mode. You will 
be focused and unstoppable for the next sev-
eral days. Others may not see you for a while. 

Sagittarius, good news or good timing 
show up just when you need it. It might 
provide the inspiration needed to start a 
project you’re excited about.

Family life is going very smoothly right 
now, Capricorn. Stability will prevail in the 
days ahead. Embrace the peaceful atmo-
sphere and encourage others to follow suit.

Share your perspective with all who are ready 
to listen to your story, Aquarius. Keep in mind 
that your voice carries weight and you have the 
ability to spur change.

Your financial confidence grows, Pisces. You 
might see a salary increase at work, so now 
is the time to consider implementing some 
notable financial changes.

Crossword Clues
CLUES ACROSS
  1. Purchase
  4. British news 
organization
  7. Midway between 
northeast and east
  8. Language specialist 
group
 10. Fancy automobile
 12. Small loop or series 
of loops
 13. Exploiter
 14. Don’t know when yet
 16. Group of languages
 17. One who’s finished
 19. After B
 20. Angled
 21. A place to adopt 
pets
 25. Swiss river
 26. Young boy
 27. Unexciting

 29. American comedian 
Vidale
 30. Peyton’s little brother
 31. Corporate higher-up
 32. “All in the Family” 
star
 39. Strike something 
forcefully
 41. Up in the air (abbr.)
 42. Clay earth pigments
 43. Means to record 
brain activity
 44. Small constellation
 45. Embraces
 46. Brief description
 48. Exclude
 49. White (French)
 50. Insect
 51. A major division of 
geological time
 52. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of whale
  2. In tune
  3. A citizen of Yemen
  4. Actress Ling
  5. One who supports
  6. Circus performer
  8. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
  9. Quantitative fact
 11. Utah city
 14. Where a golfer 
begins
 15. Attendant
 18. The ancient Egyptian 
sun god
 19. Book of Chronicles 
(abbr.)
 20. Benedictine monk
 22. Not turbulent
 23. Car mechanics group
 24. Buffer used in 
chemistry
 27. Fall heavily
 28. Pie _ __ mode
 29. The Brits love it

 31. Children’s TV 
channel (abbr.)
 32. Jacksonville 
footballer
 33. Helps little firms
 34. __ and behold
 35. A way to resemble
 36. Fingers
 37. Excessive 
indulgences
 38. You might be an 
“empty” one
 39. “How the West Was 
Won” writer
 40. European river
 44. They begin the 
alphabet
 47. The body’s 
messenger

WORDS
ATHLETE
CHAMPIONSHIP
COACH

COMPETITION
DEFENSE
DRILLS
ENDURANCE

EQUIPMENT
FITNESS
HALFTIME
LEAGUE

MVP
OFFENSE
OPPONENT
OVERTIME

REFEREE
ROSTER
SCOREBOARD
STADIUM

TEAMMATE
TOURNAMENT
TRAINING
TROPHY
VICTORY
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RCMP Release

In March, the Alberta 
RCMP shared a vari-
ety of tips and resources 

in support of the Alberta 
Community Crime Pre
vention Association’s 
(ACCPA) Fraud Prevention 
Month campaign. The ini-
tiative aimed to educate 
Albertans on the many 
ways fraudulent activity 
negatively impacts their 
communities.

One of the campaign’s 
themes focused on artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) scams, 
which included a growing 
range of deceptive tactics 
such as:
•	 Voice cloning scams 
•	 AI-generated kidnap-

ping calls 
•	 Deepfake video im- 

personation 
•	 Romance scams en-

hanced by AI chatbots 
•	 Fake customer support 

agents 
•	 AI-generated invest-

ment advisors 
•	 Phishing emails and 

texts written by AI 
•	 AI-assisted job inter-

view scams 
•	 Synthetic identity fraud 
•	 AI-generated rental or 

marketplace listings 
“AI-generated content 

could appear flawless, feel 
personal, and reach any-
one. That is why staying 
alert was crucial. The more 
people learned to spot the 
subtle warning signs, the 
harder it became for scam-
mers to turn powerful tools 
into targeted traps,” said 
Cpl. Sean Milne of the 
Provincial Financial Crime 
Team, RCMP Federal 
Policing Northwest Region.

To help protect them-
selves, Albertans were en-
couraged to access available 
resources to better under-
stand how cybercriminals 
used AI in scams, how to 
recognize AI-generated 
content, and the risks it 
posed to online users.

Anyone unsure wheth-
er they were being target-
ed by a scam was advised 
to visit the Government of 
Canada’s website to learn 
about common scam types. 
Victims of fraud were urged 
to report incidents to their 
local law enforcement 
agency and the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre online 
or by phone. Individuals 
were also reminded to con-
tact their bank and credit 
card providers if they be-
lieved their personal or fi-
nancial information had 
been compromised.  

Don’t take the bait:
Spotting AI scams 

before they spot you
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any site-specific con-
cerns, including access 
routes, land use and 
recreational areas.

Public open hous-
es such as this play 
an important role in 
Alberta’s forest man-
agement process, pro-
viding a space for two-
way communication 
between industry and 
the communities that 
live and work on the 
land. Local knowl-
edge from residents—
such as commonly 
used trails, hunting 
areas or seasonal ac-
cess concerns—can 
help inform planning 
and reduce potential 
conflicts.

Forestry remains 
a key part of the re-
gional economy, sup-
porting jobs and con-
tributing to local 
communities. At the 

same time, companies 
are required to operate 
within provincial reg-
ulations that focus on 
sustainable practices, 
including reforesta-
tion, wildlife habitat 
protection and long-
term forest health.

The joint open hous-
es are intended to pro-
vide the public with a 
clearer understanding 
of how forestry opera-
tions are planned and 
managed across the re-
gion, while also allow-
ing companies to gath-
er local knowledge from 
residents who regularly 
use the land. The ses-
sions also give compa-
nies an opportunity to 
explain how harvested 
areas are regenerated 
and how planning de-
cisions are made over 
multiple years.

Additional open 
houses will be held in 
Fox Creek on May 4, 

Whitecourt on May 5 
and Edson on May 6, 
offering similar op-
portunities for resi-
dents in those com-
munities to learn 
about forestry activity 
in their areas.

For those unable to 
attend in person, for-
estry plans will also 
be available online 
through the partic-
ipating companies’ 
websites, allowing res-
idents to review infor-
mation and stay in-
formed even if they 
cannot attend the 
sessions.

The upcoming ses-
sion offers Swan Hills 
residents an opportu-
nity to stay informed 
about work taking 
place in the surround-
ing forest areas and to 
share feedback on is-
sues important to the 
community before 
plans move ahead.  

News Canada 

Let’s talk about per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances, better known 
by the acronym PFAs. 
They’re a class of chem-
icals you might not 
know by name, but are 
more common than 
you think. They’re often 
referred to as “forever 
chemicals” because they 
are extremely persistent.

What are PFAs?
The term refers to a 

group of thousands of 
different chemicals that 
are used as surfactants, 
lubricants and repel-
lents for dirt, grease and 
water. They’re found in 
everything from cos-
metics and sunscreens 
to cookware, electron-
ics, fire-fighting foam 
and textiles.

There’s a wide range 
of potential health 
risks from exposure to 
PFAS, including im-
pacts on the liver, kid-
neys and thyroid, the 
immune, nervous and 
reproductive systems as 
well as body weight and 
metabolism.

Unfortunately, they 
don’t break down easily 
and stay in the environ-
ment for long periods of 
time. This means peo-
ple can be exposed to 
PFAS in their food, the 
air they breathe and the 
water they drink, along 
with exposures that 
come from products 
available to consumers.

What’s being done?
The Government of 

Canada is proposing to 
classify most PFAS as 

toxic substances. This 
will allow preventive 
or control actions to 
be implemented, in-
cluding potentially re-
stricting their use in 
products.

You can reduce your 
exposure by careful-
ly reading product la-
bels on cosmetics and 
drugs. Avoid products 
containing PFAS. You 
might see them listed as 
“fluoro” or “perfluoro.”

If you’re exposed to 
PFAS at work, speak to 
your employer (or oc-
cupational health and 
safety officer if you have 
one) about safe han-
dling and storage prac-
tices, and any relevant 
laws in place to protect 
you. You can learn more 
at canada.ca/healthy-
home.  
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AUCTION SALE 
SUNDAY May 3, 2026 AT 10AM  

59375 Range Road 185 Warspite, AB 
Acreage Auction for the Late Chantal Vaillancourt 

From Warspite turnoff and highway 28 go 2 miles west to Range Road 185, then 1 mile north on RR 185 sale is on the 
east, watch for auction signs sale day  

Terms: Cash, Cheque or E- Transfer. No items to be removed until settled! Lunch Available 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
       
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A special thanks to Christine for choosing Double D Auctions to conduct this sale, the 
acreage has been sold so everything must go, furniture is in excellent condition, 

something for everyone come join us sale day, 
 for more info call Danny @ 780-645-1589 

Shop Equipment / Misc.  
metal shelving  
assort. of hand & cordless tools (Dewalt, Makita & Milwaukee)  
Dewalt chop saw  
MC floor model drill press 
Associated 200 amp booster/charger  
acetylene set tanks, hose & gauges  
assort. of ladders  
bolt bin  
misc. hardware bolts, screws  
Beach upper & lower tool box 
assort. of wrenches & sockets  
hand cart  
Acklands AC/PC 230 amp stick welder 
300 & 500 gal fuel tanks w/stand  
Innova Inversion table 
Progression tread mill  
 
Household  
Kenmore sewing machine, metal filing cabinets, wine making 
equipment, coolers, Canon photocopier, microwave, ice 
machine, mirrors, pots, pans, dishes, pictures, knick knacks, 
assort. household appliances, office chairs, christmas 
decorations, guitar stand, 28 boxes of laminate flooring, Hoover 
steam vac, 2 Miele Vacuums, roasters  
 
Meat Processing Equipment  
2 SS tables 27" x 48" + 24" x 72"  
HD elec meat tenderizer  
new butcher paper & dispenser  
commercial meat grinders  
meat slicer, tape dispenser, jerky gun 
Omean vacuum sealer 
meat mixer hamburger press, knives, 33# scale. 
 
Antiques  
China Cabinet (3 shelves, glass)  
small trunk  
3 pc. cherry nesting tables, makeup table & stool  
 
 
 
 

Furniture  

hallway table (Hooker)  
king size bedroom set 4 post bed, 2 nightstands. 5 drawer 
highboy dressers, entertainment armoire (3 drawer’s) 
wooden office desk and wooden filing cabinet  
several Samsung T.V’s (50",46",32") 
 RCA T.V 28" all working cond.  
several entertainment/tv stands.  
2 double beds  
coat rack 
small table & chairs  
solid wood round bar table w/4 stools  
BIK leather recliner  
reclining fabric couch / love seat 
wood coffee & end tables with matching hallway table 
chrome stools 
oak table & chairs  
all furniture in excellent to V/G condition 
 
Lawn & Garden  
John Deere Z915E 54" zero turn mower  
25HP, Kolher Commercial duty engine and trans. 576 hours 
good condition 
John Deere Z245 48" zero turn mower 23 HP 656 hours, 
B&S engine, good condition 
CubCadet RT 45 front tine Roto tiller like new 
Napoleon BBQ  
patio table & chairs, lawn chairs, lawn ornaments, assort. 
garden tools, sprayers nippers, small BBQ, 7 bags red 
mulch, porch swing, cast iron table w/4chairs, garden tools 
Sale subject to additions and deletions  
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A special thanks to Christine for choosing Double D Auctions to 
conduct this sale, the acreage has been sold so everything must go, 

furniture is in excellent condition, something for everyone come join 
us sale day, for more info call Danny @ 780-645-1589

SUNDAY May 3, 2026 AT 10AM
59375 Range Road 185 Warspite, AB

Acreage Auction for the Late Chantal Vaillancourt
From Warspite turnoff and highway 28 go 2 miles west to Range Road 185, then 

1 mile north on RR 185 sale is on the east, watch for auction signs sale day
Terms: Cash, Cheque or E- Transfer. No items to be removed until settled! Lunch Available

Shop Equipment / Misc.
Metal Shelving
Assort. Of Hand & Cordless Tools (Dewalt, 
Makita & Milwaukee)
Dewalt Chop Saw
Mc Floor Model Drill Press
Associated 200 Amp Booster/Charger
Acetylene Set Tanks, Hose & Gauges
Assort. Of Ladders
Bolt Bin
Misc. Hardware Bolts, Screws
Beach Upper & Lower Tool Box
Assort. Of Wrenches & Sockets
Hand Cart
Acklands Ac/Pc 230 Amp Stick Welder
300 & 500 Gal Fuel Tanks W/Stand
Innova Inversion Table
Progression Tread Mill

Household
Kenmore Sewing Machine, Metal Filing 
Cabinets, Wine Making
Equipment, Coolers, Canon Photocopier, 
Microwave, Ice
Machine, Mirrors, Pots, Pans, Dishes, 
Pictures, Knick Knacks,
Assort. Household Appliances, Office Chairs, 
Christmas
Decorations, Guitar Stand, 28 Boxes Of 
Laminate Flooring, Hoover
Steam Vac, 2 Miele Vacuums, Roasters

Meat Processing Equipment
2 Ss Tables 27" X 48" + 24" X 72"
Hd Elec Meat Tenderizer
New Butcher Paper & Dispenser
Commercial Meat Grinders
Meat Slicer, Tape Dispenser, Jerky Gun
Omean Vacuum Sealer
Meat Mixer Hamburger Press, Knives, 33# 
Scale.

Antiques
China Cabinet (3 Shelves, Glass)
Small Trunk

3 Pc. Cherry Nesting Tables, Makeup Table 
& Stool

Furniture
Hallway Table (Hooker)
King Size Bedroom Set 4 Post Bed, 2 
Nightstands. 5 Drawer
Highboy Dressers, Entertainment Armoire 
(3 Drawer’s)
Wooden Office Desk And Wooden Filing 
Cabinet
Several Samsung T.v’s (50",46",32")
Rca T.v 28" All Working Cond.
Several Entertainment/Tv Stands.
2 Double Beds
Coat Rack
Small Table & Chairs
Solid Wood Round Bar Table W/4 Stools
Bik Leather Recliner
Reclining Fabric Couch / Love Seat
Wood Coffee & End Tables With Matching 
Hallway Table
Chrome Stools
Oak Table & Chairs
All Furniture In Excellent To V/G Condition

Lawn & Garden
John Deere Z915e 54" Zero Turn Mower
25hp, Kolher Commercial Duty Engine And 
Trans. 576 Hours
Good Condition
John Deere Z245 48" Zero Turn Mower 23 
Hp 656 Hours,
B&S Engine, Good Condition
Cubcadet Rt 45 Front Tine Roto Tiller Like 
New
Napoleon Bbq
Patio Table & Chairs, Lawn Chairs, Lawn 
Ornaments, Assort.
Garden Tools, Sprayers Nippers, Small Bbq, 
7 Bags Red
Mulch, Porch Swing, Cast Iron Table 
W/4chairs, Garden Tools
Sale Subject To Additions And Deletions

Press Release

The Town of Valley
view is experiencing a 
period of steady growth, 
with several major con-
struction and infra-
structure projects now 
underway and more 
expected in the near 
future. Developments 
such as the new K–12 
public school build and 
the ongoing traffic cir-
cle project are clear 
signs of investment in 
the community’s future, 
bringing both econom-
ic opportunity and new 
challenges.

One of the most im-
mediate pressures tied 
to this growth is hous-
ing availability.

As construction ac-
tivity increases, so does 
the number of workers, 
contractors, and new 
residents arriving in 
Valleyview. This influx 
is creating a noticeable 
demand for both short- 
and long-term accom-
modations, placing 
strain on the town’s ex-
isting housing supply. In 
response, the Town has 
introduced a centralized 
Rental Directory de-
signed to connect those 
seeking housing with lo-
cal residents who have 
space available.

The directory will 
serve as a free and ac-
cessible resource, com-
piling listings from 
across the communi-
ty. Property owners are 
encouraged to submit 
a wide range of rental 

options, including full 
homes, apartments, 
basement suites, single 
rooms, and even land 
that could accommo-
date trailers or RVs. By 
broadening the types 
of listings accepted, the 
initiative aims to reflect 
the realities of a grow-
ing workforce with 
varying housing needs.

Town officials say the 
goal is not only to ad-
dress immediate de-
mand, but also to en-
sure that the economic 
benefits associated 
with growth remain 
within the community. 
When workers are able 
to live locally, they are 
more likely to support 
Valleyview businesses, 
services, and events, 
contributing to a stron-
ger and more connect-
ed local economy.

At the same time, the 
success of the Rental 
Directory depends 
heavily on participa-
tion from residents. 
Without enough list-
ings, housing shortag-
es could persist, poten-
tially leading workers 
to seek accommoda-
tions in neighbour-
ing communities. This 
can create longer com-
mutes, added strain on 
regional infrastructure, 
and missed econom-
ic opportunities for 
Valleyview.

The initiative also 
provides an opportu-
nity for homeowners 
to generate supple-
mental income while 

supporting the town’s 
development. For 
some, renting out a 
room, suite, or portion 
of their property may 
be a practical way to 
make use of underuti-
lized space. For others, 
it represents a chance 
to play a direct role in 
helping the communi-
ty adapt to growth. To 
help maintain consis-
tency and reliability, 
all submitted listings 
will be reviewed before 
being added to the di-
rectory. This process is 
intended to ensure that 
information is clear 
and accurate for those 
searching for accom-
modations, while also 
giving property owners 
confidence in how their 
listings are presented.

As Valleyview con-
tinues to evolve, the 
Rental Directory re-
flects a broader effort to 
balance progress with 
community well-being. 
Growth brings opportu-
nity, but it also requires 
thoughtful planning 
and local involvement 
to ensure that the ben-
efits are shared.

With more develop-
ment on the horizon, 
housing will remain a 
key piece of the con-
versation. For now, the 
Town is encouraging 
residents to consid-
er what role they can 
play—whether by list-
ing available space or 
simply helping spread 
awareness of the initia-
tive.  

Valleyview launches 
rental directory to address 

housing demand



www.regionalpressnews.ca9 Tuesday, April 28, 2026

Town of Fox Creek Council Highlights
Staff Report 

Regular Meeting of 
Council 

C o m m u n i t y 
Services 

Community Services 
continues to support 
residents through 
transportation pro-
grams, newcomer ser-
vices, and literacy ini-
tiatives that strengthen 
community connec-
tions and accessibility. 

The PATP Trans
portation Program re-
mains active, providing 
both in-town and out-
of-town transporta-
tion. Service levels were 
slightly impacted due 
to mechanical issues 
with the bus, result-
ing in one rescheduled 
trip. Efforts to expand 
the program continue 
through sponsorship 
opportunities, with 
new support received 
from the Fox Creek 
Chiefs. Recruitment 
for casual drivers is on-
going to support ad-
ditional trips, while 
partnerships such 
as the weekly school 
transportation pro-
gram continue to oper-
ate. Discounted senior 
transit days remain 
under review for long-
term sustainability. 

Through the Com
munity Adult Learning 
Program (CALP), a va-
riety of literacy and 
skill-building supports 
are being delivered. 
Family literacy pro-
grams, including Books 
for Babies, continue to 
see participation, while 
new initiatives such as 
a community kitchen 
program are being in-
troduced to support 
food security and prac-
tical life skills. English 
Language Learning 
classes and tutoring re-
main available, along-
side digital literacy and 
learner support ser-
vices, which continue 
to be well utilized by 
residents. 

Recreation 
Recreation contin-

ues to see strong us-
age at the Fox Creek 
Greenview Multiplex, 
with attendance reach-
ing approximately 
10,000 visits—mark-
ing the highest month-
ly total since 2024. 
This increase is large-
ly attributed to hosting 
both the U11 and U13 
minor hockey playoff 
tournaments, which 
brought significant 
participation and visi-
tors to the community. 

The RV Park also saw 
an increase in visits this 
year when compared 
to the previous year 
with an increase in 138 
camping nights booked 
with 6 sites reserved 
for the entire month of 
March. 

Looking ahead, sea-
sonal preparations are 
underway, including 
the annual flower deliv-
ery scheduled for May 
24, aligning with the 
transition into spring. 

Operations 
Operations staff have 

been focused on com-
pleting winter mainte-
nance while preparing 
for the transition into 
spring operations. 

Winter activities 
such as snow clearing, 
sanding, hauling, and 
facility maintenance 
have now been com-
pleted for the season. 
Crews are continuing 
with ongoing work in-
cluding signage up-
dates, culvert mainte-
nance, and gravel road 
upkeep. As conditions 
improve, focus will 
shift toward spring pri-
orities such as culvert 
and stormwater system 
flushing, and drainage 
management. 

Utility operations 
have addressed sever-
al key infrastructure 
items, including hy-
drant maintenance, 
lift station repairs, 
and equipment up-
grades. Preparations 

are underway for 
spring activities such 
as hydrant and sew-
er flushing, alongside 
continued daily system 
inspections. 

The mechanic shop 
has completed a high 
volume of repairs and 
maintenance across 
the Town’s fleet and 
equipment, ensuring 
readiness for the up-
coming season. This 
includes major equip-
ment servicing, repairs 
to critical units, and 
ongoing preventative 
maintenance. 

Administrative ef-
forts within Operations 
have included recruit-
ment for seasonal and 
technical positions, 
as well as progress-
ing multiple RFPs for 
key infrastructure and 
equipment needs. 

Chief administra­
tive Officer 

The Town continues 
to work closely with 
Alberta Transportation 
on proposed intersec-
tion upgrades and a po-
tential speed limit re-
duction along Highway 
43. Design work is now 
underway, with con-
struction anticipated 
in future years. In the 
interim, speed studies 
are being conducted 
to support a possible 
near-term reduction. 

Recruitment efforts 
have been successful, 
with several seasonal 
and full-time positions 
now filled, including 
the Director of Finance. 
Hiring remains ongo-
ing for key roles such as 
Legislative/HR Clerk, 
Volunteer Firefighters, 
and a casual bus driver. 

The tax recovery pro-
cess has progressed sig-
nificantly, with many 
outstanding accounts 
resolved and remaining 
properties now moving 
through the formal re-
covery process. 

Administration has 
also been actively pre-
paring for wildfire 

season through pro-
vincial briefings and 
regional collaboration 
with emergency man-
agement partners to 
ensure readiness and 
coordination across 
communities. 

In addition, the 
FRIAA Video Project 
RFP has closed with 
strong interest, receiv-
ing 33 submissions. 
Evaluation is current-
ly underway, with a 
recommendation to 
be brought forward 
to Council in the near 
future.

Business 
Policing Priorities 

for 2026
Council approved 

the Fox Creek RCMP’s 
policing priorities for 
2026, following pre-
sentation and dis-
cussion at a recent 
Committee of the 
Whole Meeting. These 
priorities are reviewed 
annually to reflect lo-
cal needs, crime trends, 
and community input. 

The approved priori-
ties are: 
•	 Crime Prevention 
•	 Community Enga- 

gement 
•	 Drinking & Driving 
•	 Traffic & Road Safety 
•	 Increased Visibility 

These focus areas will 
guide policing efforts 
in the community over 
the coming year. 

Fox Creek Motor 
Sports Sponsorship 
Request 

Council reviewed 
a sponsorship re-
quest from Fox Creek 
MotorSports, a local 
program focused on 
representing the com-
munity through com-
petitive racing while 
promoting community 
pride and engagement. 

Following discus-
sion, Council direct-
ed Administration to 
have the group apply 
through the Town’s 
Grants to Groups pro-
gram just as every other 

group has had to do and 
provide supporting fi-
nancial information for 
consideration during 
the 2027 Operating 
Budget process.  

Town of Fox Creek 
Grader Circle Drive 
Repair 

Council considered 
repair options for the 
Town’s motor grad-
er, which has exceed-
ed 10,000 operating 
hours and requires on-
going maintenance to 
remain operational. 

After reviewing sev-
eral options, Council 
approved proceed-
ing with a cost-effec-
tive repair at an esti-
mated cost of $25,699 
to extend the grader’s 
usability in the short 
term. This approach al-
lows the Town to main-
tain operations while 
planning for full re-
placement through the 
2027 Capital Budget 
process. 

Council Business 
Reports 

AB Munis Spring 
Municipal Leaders 
Caucus

Mayor Gilmour at-
tended the AB Munis 
Spring Municipal 
Leaders Caucus, which 
included a variety of 
sessions focused on key 
municipal topics such 
as property taxes, the 
Local Elections Act and 
code of conduct, pri-
vacy and information 
access, and council-
lor liability. Additional 
discussions focused on 
policing, including the 
role of technology in 
building public trust 
and strengthening col-
laboration. The confer-
ence also featured up-
dates from AB Munis 
and RMA leadership, 
along with sessions in-
volving the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs 
and a discussion with 
provincial ministers. 
The Premier also ad-
dressed attendees 

and participated in a 
question-and-answer 
session. 

Alberta CARE 
Spring Seminar  

Councillor Norman 
participated in the 
Alberta CARE Spring 
Seminar, which fo-
cused on waste man-
agement innova-
tion, sustainability, 
and municipal best 
practices. 

The seminar includ-
ed site tours of the 
Newell Regional Waste 
Landfill and Recycling 
Facility, where attend-
ees observed large-
scale operations and 
composting processes. 
Additional sessions ex-
plored waste-to-energy 
opportunities, alterna-
tive materials such as 
tire-derived aggregate, 
and strategies to reduce 
contamination in recy-
cling and composting 
programs. 

Emerging technol-
ogies were also high-
lighted, including 
hydrogen energy de-
velopment and the use 
of drones for landfill 
monitoring. The sem-
inar provided valu-
able opportunities to 
share knowledge and 
compare approach-
es with other munici-
palities, particularly in 
areas such as landfill 
operations and service 
delivery. 

Fox Creek Com­
munity Education 
Committee (CEC)  

The Fox Creek 
Community Education 
Committee shared up-
dates that Northern 
Lakes College will 
be moving into the 
Fairview College 
Campus. Further de-
tails regarding pro-
gramming and course 
offerings are expect-
ed to be announced as 
they become available.

The next regular 
meeting of Council will 
be held May 4. 
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GET THE REGIONAL 
PRESS NEWS IN 

YOUR INBOX
Stay up to date with local news, sports, 

and community events in Fox Creek, 
Swan Hills & Valleyview.

To receive each E-edition directly to 
your inbox:

Email: admin@regionalpressnews.ca 
or text: 780-706-1858

Just send your email address and you’ll 
be added.

By Valerie Winger

Students and staff 
at Fox Creek School 
marked the final day 
of student teacher Ms. 
Rowse on April 17 with 
a day full of fun, laugh-
ter and memorable 
activities.

Ms. Rowse, who 
worked alongside 
Mrs. Skerratt with 
the Kindergarten and 
Grade three classes, 
wrapped up her place-
ment by organizing a 
glow-in-the-dark bal-
loon dance party. The 

event featured music, 
bright decorations and 
plenty of smiles from 
students as they cele-
brated her time at the 
school.

Grade three stu-
dents also took part in a 
themed ’90s afternoon, 

dressing up in retro 
outfits and enjoying 
treats, board games and 
throwback music.

Throughout her 
placement, Ms. Rowse 
made a strong im-
pression on both stu-
dents and staff. Her 

dedication, kindness 
and enthusiasm in the 
classroom were appre-
ciated by the Fox Creek 
School community.

Students shared that 
they would miss see-
ing her each day, while 
staff expressed their 

gratitude for the care 
and support she pro-
vided during her time at 
the school.

Fox Creek School 
wished Ms. Rowse all 
the best as she moves 
forward in her teaching 
career.  

Buildings For Sale

INTEGRITY POST FRAME 
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT 
WITH CONCRETE POSTS. Barns, 
Shops, Riding Arenas, Machine 
Sheds and more, sales@integ-
ritybuilt.com 1-866-974-7678 
www.integritybuilt.com.

Coming Events

WILD ROSE ANTIQUE SHOW 
AND SALE. May 8 & 9, 2026. Friday 
5 pm - 9 pm, Saturday 9 am - 5 
pm at Edmonton Inn Conference 
Centre. 11834 Kingsway Ave. $10 
admission. Free parking. See wil-
droseantiques.ca.

Employment 
Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EQUIP
MENT is NOW HIRING: AG 
Equipment Techs, Heavy 
Equipment Techs - JM & App, 
Assistant Parts Managers and 
Shop Foreman. View Open Roles 
& Apply: www.rockymtn.com/
careers. Relocation and Signing 
Bonus Offered.

Farm Machinery

PROMOTE YOUR MESSAGE 
THROUGHOUT Alberta. The 
Blanket Classifieds or Value Ads 
connect with more than 400,000 
readers in the province each 
week. Choose from three pack-
ages beginning at $269, $299 
or $599 to share your message 
in over 70 Weekly Community 
Newspapers. Contact THIS 

NEWSPAPER today or email clas-
sifieds@awna.com for more in-
formation. Call 1-800-282-6903 
or 780-434-8746 or visit www.
awna.com.

Feed and Seed

BARLEY – *NEW-AB Stands
well* Smooth AWN, High 
Yielding, Grain and Forage 
Great Lodging Resistance. 1st 
NITROGEN USE EFFICIENT CEREAL 
IN CANADA.OTHER BARLEY: 
Cerveza, CDC Austenson, CDC 
Durango, CDC Maverick, Esma, 
Sundre. WHEAT – Pintail, Forage 
or Grain. OATS – AC Juniper, AC 
Morgan, AC Mustang, Derby, 
CDC S01 Super Oat. PEAS – Very 
Early Yellow Peas,  Forage Peas. 
ALSO AVAILABLE: Polish Canola 
& Spring Triticale. Special pric-
ing on truckloads. www.mastin-
seeds.com; 403-556-2609.

FORAGE SEED FOR SALE: 
Organic & conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red Clover, 
Smooth Brome, Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, Timothy, 
etc. Free Delivery! Birch Rose 
Acres Ltd. 306-921-9942.

For Sale

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with 
a classified ad. Only $269/wk 
(based on 25 words or less). 
Reach 75 weekly newspapers. 
Call NOW for details. 1-800-282-
6903; www.awna.com; email 
classifieds@awna.com.

WHITE SPRUCE TREES: 5’ 

average $50. Installation ONLY 
$19. Includes: hole augered, 
Wurzel Dip enzyme injection, 
bark mulch application, staking. 
Minimum order 25. One-time 
fuel charge: $150 - 300. Crystal 
Springs. 403-820-0961. Quality 
guaranteed. albertasprucetrees.
com.

Health

HIP/KNEE REPLACEMENT. 
Other medical conditions caus-
ing TROUBLE WALKING or 
DRESSING? The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for $3,000 year-
ly tax credit and $30,000 lump 
sum refund. Take advantage of 
this offer. Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide: Expert help. 
1-844-453-5372.

Services

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER. 
All real estate types considered. 
No credit checks done. Deal di-
rect with lender and get quick 
approval. 403-543-0927; www.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

Travel

OSOYOOS LAKESHORE VILLA: 
Executive villa in Osoyoos, BC, 
breathtaking lake views, just 3 
minutes from town. Vacation 
in Canada's warmest destina-
tion. Or warmer weather, two 
luxurious 5-star resort units in 
Phoenix, Arizona. Doug 306-716-
2671 or visit osoyooslakevilla.
com.

Fox Creek staff and students 
bid farewell to student teacher
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willing to participate 
in,” the Town said in 
its announcement.

Standard 55-gallon 
rain barrels typical-
ly cost between $120 
and $140. As part of 
its planning, the Town 
is exploring three pos-
sible delivery models:
•	 Direct purchase 

model: The Town 
would buy barrels in 
bulk and sell them 
directly to residents.

•	 Pre-order system: 
Residents would 
sign up in advance, 
and the Town would 
order only the quan-
tity needed.

•	 Rebate program: 
Residents would 
purchase a rain bar-
rel independently 
and receive a partial 

reimbursement from 
the Town.
Each option pres-

ents different bene-
fits in terms of cost, 
convenience, and flex-
ibility, and officials 
say public input will 
be key in determin-
ing which approach is 
most suitable.

The survey also asks 
whether residents 
would participate 
in such a program, 
an important factor 
in assessing overall 
demand.

If approved, the pro-
gram could be intro-
duced as early as this 
year, depending on 
community interest 
and final budget con-
siderations. Council 
will review survey re-
sults before making a 
final decision.

Residents can access 
the survey through the 
Town of Valleyview’s 
official website or so-
cial media pages under 
the “Public Notices” 
section.

Community mem-
bers have until May 9 
to complete the survey. 
Results will be com-
piled and presented to 
Town Council to help 
guide a final decision 
on whether to proceed.

Town officials en-
courage all residents, 
as well as those in sur-
rounding areas, to take 
part.

“This is an opportu-
nity for the communi-
ty to directly influence 
a program that could 
have lasting environ-
mental and financial 
benefits,” the Town 
said. 

News Canada 

Whether you own 
your home or rent it, 
the safety of your liv-
ing space is essential. 
One challenge is that 
not every risk to your 
home is obvious. Some 
you may not be aware 
of, and others, such as 
radon gas, are invisi-
ble. If you haven’t test-
ed your home’s radon 
levels yet, here’s why 
you should:

How does radon get 
into your home? Radon 
gas is produced from 
uranium decaying un-
derground. The air pres-
sure inside your home is 
usually lower than the 
surrounding soil, which 
draws air and other gas-
ses, including radon, up 
and into the home. All 
homes in Canada have 
radon, but levels vary 
from one house to an-
other—the only way to 
know your home’s level 
is to test.

Why is radon gas 
dangerous? The 

danger comes when 
it’s allowed to build 
up high levels indoors. 
Exposure to high lev-
els of radon increases 
the risk of lung can-
cer significantly. In 
fact, it’s the number 
one cause of lung can-
cer in non-smokers in 
Canada. It’s also on 
the rise: over the last 
decade, household ra-
don levels across the 
country have been in-
creasing, possibly due 
to better sealing for 
home energy efficien-
cy. Recent data shows 
high levels in one in 
five Canadian homes.

What can homeown-
ers do? Testing for ra-
don is easy: you just 
need a do-it-yourself 
test kit or an electron-
ic radon monitor. Your 
home’s levels rise and 
fall over time, so do-
ing a long-term test 
over three months 
will let you estimate 
your annual exposure. 
Here are some tips for 

optimal testing:
•	 Put the device on the 

lowest lived-in lev-
el of the home, such 
as a finished base-
ment, family room or 
playroom.

•	 Use a flat surface, or 
hang it on the wall 
or from the ceiling, 
keeping it between 
half a metre and two 
metres off the floor.

•	 Avoid installing it 
near windows, vents, 
doors and exteri-
or walls. Don’t put 
the device in kitch-
ens, laundry rooms, 
closets or unfinished 
basements.

•	 Leave the device 
alone for at least 
three months—set a 
reminder to check it 
at that time, so you 

don’t forget.
If the testing shows 

a high level of radon 
it can be fixed. A cer-
tified professional can 
install a radon reduc-
tion system in just one 
to two days. The sys-
tem works by giving ra-
don gas an easier path 
to escape outdoors. It 
costs less to install than 
replacing a furnace or 

air conditioner and can 
reduce radon levels in 
your home by up to 90 
per cent.

The danger of radon 
is real, but by testing 
for it and taking ac-
tion to reduce the level 
in your home, protect-
ing yourself is easier 
than you might think. 
Learn more at takeac-
tiononradon.ca.  

By Valerie Winger

Students in the 
Grade one class at St. 
Stephen’s School in 
Valleyview, marked 
the feast day of St. 
George with a fun and 
engaging classroom 
activity on April 23.

St. George, the pa-
tron saint of England, 
is traditionally associ-
ated with defeating a 

dragon. To celebrate, 
students took part 
in their own drag-
on-themed activity, 
“helping” to defeat the 
dragon as part of their 
lesson.

The interactive ac-
tivity allowed stu-
dents to participate in 
a hands-on learning 
experience that com-
bined faith-based ed-
ucation with creativity 

and fun.
The celebration re-

flected the school’s 
commitment to en-
gaging students in 
meaningful Catholic 
learning while cre-
ating a memorable 
classroom experience.

St. Stephen’s School 
shared the activity as 
part of its ongoing fo-
cus on faith, learning 
and community.  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 Grade one students celebrate 
St. George’s feast day with 
dragon-themed activity

St. Stephen's School photo

Have you tested your home for radon gas?
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By Rob Roach, ATB 
ECONOMICS 

Less negative: 
Canadian consumer 
confidence in Q1

Canadians contin-
ue to feel rattled by the 
state of the economy 
and their finances.

The latest results 
from the Bank of 
Canada’s Canadian 
Survey of Consumer 
Expectations* show 
that the combined lev-
el of pessimism con-
sumers are feeling re-
garding their spending 
plans, personal financ-
es, and the labour mar-
ket improved margin-
ally in the first quarter 
of 2026 (see the graph 
below). Despite the im-
provement, the index 
was in negative territo-
ry for the 18th quarter 
in a row.

The Bank of Canada 
attributes the improve-
ment in sentiment 
to the easing of trade 

tensions with workers 
in trade-sensitive sec-
tors being less negative 
about their spending 
plans than at the end of 
2025. The survey was 
conducted before the 
Iran war began.

The generally pessi-
mistic outlook of con-
sumers is in keeping 
with other poll results. 
For example, 74% of re-
spondents to a survey 
done in March said ris-
ing prices for essentials 
like food and gas were 
straining their financ-
es and 67% of respon-
dents to a survey done 
in December said the 
cost of living where they 
live is the worst they can 
remember it being.

Despite the high lev-
els of consumer anxi-
ety, retail spending has 
been resilient. After 
posting annual growth 
of 4% last year, retail 
sales in Canada were 
off to a good start in 
January. Wealthier 

households helping to 
prop up overall spend-
ing, strong tourism 
numbers, and draw-
ing on savings or cred-
it to meet ongoing 
needs help explain the 
disconnect.

With the conflict in 
the Middle East al-
ready pushing up in-
flation and potential-
ly more costs going up 
as higher energy and 
fertilizer prices pass 
through to other goods 
and services, there is 
more downward pres-
sure on consumer con-
fidence. At some point, 
this could translate 
into lower retail sales 
as more consumers de-
lay major purchases or 
run out of savings and 
credit. A special sur-
vey conducted by the 
Bank after the conflict 
in the Middle East be-
gan indicates that most 
consumers expect the 
war to weaken the 
Canadian economy and 

increase inflation.
While the risk that 

consumers could start 
to pull back their 
spending is real, our 
base case still assumes 
that the impact of 
the war will be brief 
enough that the resil-
iency we’ve seen to date 
will continue. In this 
regard, Alberta—which 
faces a lower average 

tariff rate than other 
provinces and is getting 
a nominal economic 
boost from higher oil 
prices—is expected to 
be a particularly strong 
performer with annual 
retail sales growing by 
over 4% this year.

*The Canadian 
Survey of Consumer 
Expectations was con-
ducted through an 

online panel from 
February 5 to 25, 2026, 
before the war in the 
Middle East began. This 
quarter’s publication in-
corporates results from 
a special survey, con-
ducted between March 
26 and April 2, 2026, 
on how the war in the 
Middle East is affecting 
consumers' views and 
behaviours.  

By Valerie Winger 

Volunteers were rec-
ognized as the driv-
ing force behind the 
Valleyview Agricultural 
Society in a recent 
show of appreciation 
highlighting the people 
who work tirelessly be-
hind the scenes.

In a post shared 
April 21, the organiza-
tion thanked a num-
ber of dedicated vol-
unteers, including 
Jackie Cuthbertson, 
Jennifer Werklund, 
Kertis Werklund, Reg 
Werklund, Carrie-
Anne Leslie Werklund 
and Shelby Penner, 
noting their contri-
butions to the success 

of local events and 
initiatives.

“Our volunteers are 
the heart of everything 
we do — from plan-
ning and organizing to 
showing up early and 
staying late,” the orga-
nization shared.

While only a handful 
of names were featured, 
the recognition reflect-
ed the efforts of a much 
larger group of indi-
viduals who contribute 
their time throughout 
the year.

Volunteer support 
remains essential to the 
Agricultural Society’s 
operations, from or-
ganizing events to en-
suring everything runs 
smoothly on the day 

of. Their work often 
takes place behind the 
scenes, but its impact 
is felt throughout the 
community.

In rural communi-
ties like Valleyview, 
volunteerism contin-
ues to play a vital role 
in bringing people to-
gether. Events orga-
nized by groups such 
as the Agricultural 
Society not only pro-
vide entertainment and 
opportunities for lo-
cal businesses, but also 
strengthen community 
ties and foster a sense 
of belonging.

Without volunteers, 
many of these events 
would not be possible.

The recent acknowl-
edgment served as a re-
minder of the dedica-
tion and commitment 
required to sustain 
community program-
ming. From long hours 
of preparation to hands-
on work during events, 
volunteers contribute in 
countless ways.

The Valleyview Agri
cultural Society expres
sed its gratitude to all 
who give their time, 
emphasizing that their 
efforts help keep local 
traditions alive and en-
sure community events 
continue to grow and 
succeed. 

Less negative: Canadian consumer confidence in Q1

Valleyview Agricultural Society honours 
volunteers who keep community events thriving

Valleyview Agricultural Society photos
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Residents of Swan 
Hills continue to feel 
the impact of the local 
swimming pool closure.

According to Swan 
Hills Swimming Pool 
staff, the facility sus-
tained extensive dam-
age during the March 8 
windstorm and will re-
main closed until fur-
ther notice while assess-
ments and necessary 
repairs are underway.

The disruption is now 
extending into major 
community events, in-
cluding the postpone-
ment of the Swan Hills 
Triathlon. Originally 
scheduled for June 
14, the event has been 
pushed to the fall of 
2026, with a new date 
yet to be determined.

In a public notice, 
pool staff acknowl-
edged the disappoint-
ment surrounding both 
the closure and the 
postponement, noting 
that considerable time 
and effort had already 
gone into planning the 
triathlon. The event is 
a highlight for many 
in the community and 
typically draws partic-
ipants and supporters 
from across the region.

“We understand the 
inconvenience this 
causes,” the notice stat-
ed, adding that staff will 
be reaching out direct-
ly to individuals who 
have already registered, 
as well as to sponsors 
and partners, to discuss 
next steps and available 
options.

Despite the setback, 
organizers have indi-
cated that registration 
for the triathlon will 
remain open, with up-
dates to be shared once 
a new date is confirmed.

The Swan Hills 
Swimming Pool is an 
important recreational 
hub for the communi-
ty, hosting swimming 
lessons, public swim 
times, and fitness pro-
gramming throughout 
the year. Its temporary 
closure is expected to 
impact a wide range of 
residents, from fami-
lies and youth to those 
who rely on the facility 
for regular exercise and 
recreation.

In addition to the 
disruption of pro-
gramming, the closure 
highlights the broad-
er impact that extreme 
weather events can have 
on small communities 
and their infrastruc-
ture. Recovery efforts 
are expected to take 
time as assessments are 
completed and repair 
plans are finalized.

Officials have not yet 
provided a timeline for 
reopening but have in-
dicated that updates 
will be shared with the 
public as more informa-
tion becomes available. 
In the meantime, resi-
dents are encouraged to 
follow official commu-
nication channels for 
the latest developments.

For now, communi-
ty members are being 
asked for their patience 
and understanding as 
efforts continue to re-
store the facility and 
bring programming 
back online. 

By Shelley 
Winger

By Shelley 
Winger

Swan Hills 
pool closure 

forces triathlon 
postponement

As winter winds down 
in Fox Creek, the famil-
iar sounds of skates on 
ice are coming to a sea-
sonal pause.

The Town of Fox 
Creek has officially 
begun removing the 
ice at the Fox Creek 
Greenview Multiplex 
arena, marking the end 
of another busy and 
successful hockey sea-
son for the community.

Over the past sev-
eral months, the are-
na has been a hub of 
activity, hosting ev-
erything from mi-
nor hockey games and 
tournaments to public 
skating, learn-to-skate 

programs, and casual 
shinny. For many resi-
dents, the rink serves as 
more than just a place 
to play—it’s a gathering 
space that brings the 
community together 
during the long winter 
months. Town officials 
expressed their appre-
ciation for everyone 
who contributed to a 
strong season.

From young athletes 
developing their skills 
on the ice to families 
and friends cheering 
from the stands, the 
arena saw steady use 
throughout the winter. 
Programs designed for 
all ages and skill lev-
els helped ensure that 
everyone had an op-
portunity to take part, 
whether they were be-
ginners or experienced 

skaters.
The end of ice sea-

son is a familiar tran-
sition each year, but 
it doesn’t mark the 
end of activity at the 
Fox Creek Greenview 
Multiplex. As the facil-
ity shifts into its spring 
and summer opera-
tions, residents are be-
ing encouraged to take 
advantage of the wide 
range of amenities still 
available.

The multiplex con-
tinues to offer a fit-
ness centre, fieldhouse, 
walking track, and 
swimming pool, pro-
viding opportunities 
for recreation and well-
ness year-round. Town 
officials say they hope 
to see the same strong 
community participa-
tion continue in these 

areas in the months 
ahead.

While the arena floor 
may soon be dry, the 
sense of community 
built over the hockey 
season remains strong.

Residents looking to 
stay active or explore 
upcoming programs 
can visit the Town of Fox 
Creek website at www.
foxcreek.ca and navi-
gate to the Fox Creek 
Greenview Multiplex 
page for schedules and 
information.

As another season 
comes to a close, the 
town is already look-
ing ahead to the re-
turn of ice later in the 
year—when the arena 
will once again fill with 
the energy and excite-
ment of a new hockey 
season. 

Fox Creek wraps up 
another successful 

arena season
Town of Fox Creek photo

BULLYING HURTS
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

SECURE WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE CORP. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

 
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 

 
 

In accordance with the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act, Secure Waste 
Infrastructure Corp. has applied to Environment and Protected Areas for an amendment to 
the operating approval for the Fox Creek East Class II Landfill. The approval holder is 
proposing to replace the existing stormwater pond at the landfill with a leachate pond and 
a smaller stormwater pond.  
 
The operation is located at Section 6, Township 62, Range 18, West of the 5th Meridian. 
Total landfill capacity of 4,794,110 m3. The site is approximately 5 km southeast of the 
Town of Fox Creek. 
 
A directly affected person may provide input into certain regulatory decisions, as allowed 
by the Environmental Protection and Enhancement Act (section 73). Specifically, any 
person who is directly affected by this application may submit a written statement of 
concern within 30 days of the date of this notice to: 
 
Environment and Protected Areas 
Regulatory Assurance Section 
Approvals Unit 
5th Floor, South Petroleum Plaza 
9915 - 108 ST 
EDMONTON, AB   T5K 2G8 
Email: epa.epeaapplications@gov.ab.ca 
 
The written statement of concern should include the following information to be assured it 
can be considered: 
• The application number 007-207586. 
• Describe concerns that are relevant to matters regulated by the Environmental 

Protection and Enhancement Act. 
• Explain how the filer of the concern will be directly affected by the activities proposed 

in the application. 
• Provide the legal land location of the land owned or used by the filer where the 

concerns described are believed to be applicable 
• State the distance between the land owned or used by the filer and the site in the 

application. 
• Contact information including the full name and mailing address of the filer. Please 

provide a telephone number and/or email address for ease of contact. 
  

 

 

 
Environment and Protected Areas will review each written statement of concern, seek 
more information if needed, and concerns that are relevant to the application and for which 
the Director has delegated authority to address in the decision on the application, will be 
considered in the technical review of the application. The Public Notice of this application 
will also be posted on the Department’s website at 
https://avw.alberta.ca/PublicNoticesViewer.aspx. 
 
Statements of concern submitted regarding this application are public records which are 
accessible by the public and the applicant. Failure to file a statement of concern may 
affect the right to file a Notice of Appeal with the Environmental Appeals Board. 
 
Copies of the application and additional information can be obtained from: 
 
Secure Waste Infrastructure Corp. 
Attention: Alanna Wakeford 
2300 - 225 6 AVE SW 
CALGARY, AB   T2P 1N2 
Telephone:  403-234-2025 
Email:  awakeford@secure-energy.com 
 
 

 

Sandy 
Campbell 

announced 
as Principal 

of St. 
Stephen’s 

School

Press Release 

Holy Family Catholic 
Regional Division 
(HFCRD) is pleased 
to announce the ap-
pointment of Sandy 
Campbell as Principal of 
St. Stephen’s School in 
Valleyview, effective for 
the 2026-2027 school 
year. Originally from 
Port Hood, Cape Breton, 
Campbell moved to 
Alberta in 2004 and has 
dedicated her entire ca-
reer in the province to 
St. Stephen’s School. 
She holds a Bachelor 
of Arts from St. Francis 
Xavier University and a 
Bachelor of Education 
from the University of 
Maine at Fort Kent. 
Campbell’s experience 
at St. Stephen’s spans 
a variety of grade lev-
els and roles, includ-
ing serving as Assistant 
Principal since 2008. 
She has also been 
the Faith Permeation 
Coordinator for much 
of her time at the school, 
a commitment that was 
recognized with the 
Excellence in Catholic 
Education Award in 
2023. Deeply passion-
ate about her faith, she 
is dedicated to nurturing 
a Christ-centered learn-
ing environment where 
students can grow spir-
itually, academically, 
and personally. “I am 
honoured to step into 
the role of Principal 
at St. Stephen’s,” says 
Campbell. “It has been 
a privilege to serve this 
school community, and 
I look forward to con-
tinuing to support our 
students, staff, and fam-
ilies as we grow togeth-
er in faith and learning.” 

CONTINUED PAGE 15
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Superintendent Victoria 
Cornick says, “Sandy’s 
leadership, commit-
ment to Catholic edu-
cation, and genuine care 
for her school communi-
ty make her an excellent 
choice for Principal. We 
are confident that she 
will continue to build on 

the strong foundation 
at St. Stephen’s School 
and lead with integrity, 
compassion, and vision.” 
Sandy is married to her 
husband, Ian, and has 
two children, Lucas and 
Lily. She enjoys watch-
ing her kids play bas-
ketball and traveling, 
including taking trips 
back to Cape Breton.  

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Primary Care Alberta 
release

During Oral Health 
Month, Primary Care 
Alberta reminds Alber
tans that maintain-
ing good oral health 
has a positive impact 
on overall health and 

well-being. Your mouth 
can tell you a lot about 
the health of your whole 
body. Poor oral health, 
in particular gum dis-
ease, is linked to many 
chronic health condi-
tions such as diabetes, 
cardiovascular and re-
spiratory diseases.  

Tooth decay, gum 
disease and oral can-
cer are all considered 
chronic oral diseases. 
The risk for oral diseas-
es increases with poor 
oral hygiene, a diet high 
in added sugar and al-
cohol, and commercial 
tobacco use.  

You can help prevent 
oral diseases by: 
•	 Making healthy food 

choices including 
limiting food and 
drinks that contain 
added sugars 

•	 Drinking water 
•	 Quitting or cut-

ting down on using 

tobacco or nicotine 
products  

•	 Limiting alcohol 
consumption 

•	 Brushing twice a day 
with a toothpaste 
that contains fluoride 

•	 Seeing your dental 
care team regularly  
Oral health is more 

than just a nice smile. It 
affects how you speak, 
chew, swallow and ex-
press feelings or emo-
tions. A healthy mouth 
can give you confidence 
in your work and social 
life. For more informa-
tion visit primarycare-
alberta.ca/oralhealth. 

Oral health impacts your overall health
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TRACTORS & CRAWLER
Case IH MXU 125 FWA Tractor 
Case 1370 2wd Tractor 
Case 1070 2wd Tractor w/ Dual PTO & 2 Hyd.
Fordson Major 2wd Tractor w/ FEL & 3 pth
IHC TD 14A Crawler Dozer w/ 11' Blade

FARM MACHINERY
JD 556 Rd Baler w/ Gathering Wheels 
JD 535 Rd Baler
Vermeer MC2800 9' Discbine 
NH 411 9' Discbine (Needs Repairs)
10 Wheel V Rake – Like New
JD 18' Disc w/ Manual Flip Up Wings
MF 43 13' (26 Run) End Wheel Seed Drill 
Allied 40' Tine Harrow Draw Bar

Unreserved Farm Sale for Allan Wilson

Allen B. Olson Auction Service Ltd.

Sale Starts 15th & Closes May 18th, 2026

Email:  abolson@telusplanet.net - Website:  www.allenolsonauction.com

Directions:  From Blue Ridge, Alberta, North of the Rail Road Tracks for 22 Kms 
to Hwy 658 to Twp Rd 611.  West on Twp Rd 611 for 1 Km at the End of the Road.  Blue Sign:  611042A Rge Rd 91

 

Viewing is Available from May 13th to 18th, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.    
For More Information Please Contact Allan Wilson at 780-778-1027

Rimbey - Hwy 16/Rge Rd 185 – Camrose - License No. 165690
(403) 843-2747 – Rimbey – (780) 208-2508 – East Central

1-855-783-0556 Toll Free

Allied 40' Diamond Harrow Draw Bar
JD 5 Bottom Plow
Alteen 9' PT Rototiller
6”x36' Grain Auger w/ Engine
Wooden Grainery
Farm King 8' 6 Way 3 pth HD Blade
Bale Fork for a FEL w/ Global Mts

CATTLE HANDLING
Field King 3 pth Bale Unroller
Cattle Squeeze Chute
Crowding Tub
Alley
Self Standing Cattle Panels
Gates & Panels
Plus Much More

More Pictures,
and Information 
Available on our 

Website.  

Hands-on learning brings circulatory 
system to life at Swan Hills School

By Valerie Winger

Students in the 
Biology 20 class at 
Swan Hills School 
gained a deeper under-
standing of the circu-
latory system through 
a hands-on dissection 

activity involving cow 
and sheep hearts.

During the lesson, 
students examined the 
structure of the heart, 
identifying key com-
ponents such as cham-
bers, veins and arteries. 
The activity allowed 

them to see firsthand 
how the heart func-
tions to pump and cir-
culate blood through-
out the body.

The learning experi-
ence also extended be-
yond the senior class-
room, as Science 8 and 

9 students joined in 
to observe the dissec-
tions. Younger students 
watched closely, asked 
thoughtful questions 
and made connections 
to their own studies, 
creating an engag-
ing and collaborative 

learning environment 
across grade levels.

The activity high-
lighted both curi-
osity and teamwork 
among students, of-
fering a practical ap-
proach to understand-
ing complex biological 

concepts.
Teachers noted the 

strong participation 
and interest shown 
throughout the lesson, 
making it a successful 
and memorable expe-
rience for everyone in-
volved.  

Swan Hills School photo


